




























One on the world’s best terrain “Fossa Magna” - The Great Cloister of the Jomon

Expansion of the Japan Sea and the formation of Fossa Magna

(1) The Japan archipelago, which was part of the Eurasian continent, separated from 

the continent with the expansion of the Sea of Japan, which began around 22 

million years ago.

(2) By about 15 million years ago, northeastern Japan rotated counterclockwise, and 

southwestern Japan moved in parallel in a southeasterly direction. As a result, 

the Great Rift Valley (Fossa Magna) was formed between northeastern Japan and 

southwestern Japan.

(1) The Japan archipelago is separated from the 

continent to form the Sea of Japan.

(2) With the expansion of the Sea of Japan, the Great 

Rift Valley (Fossa Magna) is formed.
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Pre Neogene accretion Prizm (Shimanto Belt)

Miocene Granites, quartz Diorites

Pre middle Miocene Collision Accretion

Pliocene - Middle Miocene Sedimentary Rocks

Quaternary Volcanic Rocks

Quaternary Sedimentary Rocks

Fossa Magna has a different geological 

appearance in the north and south.

  The northern Fossa Magna is a tectonic 

movement related to the cracks associated with 

the formation of the Sea of Japan, and the

southern Fossa Magna can be said to be a zone 

formed by volcanic island collisions.

  The Tanzawa Mountains-Misaka Mountains-

Koma Mountains were incorporated by a group 

of former volcanic islands on the Philippine 

Sea Plate that collided with the Honshu arc 

(Collision Accretion).
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Formation of the southern Fossa Magna
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